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A Minute About Minutes

Or What Is This For?
Lest anyone think I actually had the time and inclination to create this fabulous layout, let me point out – it is a template ( 

Why A Newsletter 

Most club newsletters, while providing important information to the club members, leave out information about what goes on at the actual meetings. So if you miss a meeting, you have nothing but the minutes to go by. And anyone who’s ever tried to figure out the happenings of a meeting from a set of minutes – well, let’s just say, it’s far too much for the human mind. 

So I came up with the idea of merging the two – minutes and newsletter, into one document that can go out monthly to bring everyone up to date. 

This will also give us a great deal more room to discuss project happenings and individual member achievements – an area I greatly enjoy. 

For the first few issues, I expect both content and creation will come from me, though any member who serves as club secretary, president, vice president of programs will be expected to add something to each monthly issue by December. Also, Junior and Teen Leaders will be expected to submit at least one project story during this 4-H year.  

And now that I’ve gotten the business part of this out of the way, let’s get on with the actual news of our club!
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Logo Needed

Attention All Creative Types

Gnosis 4-H Club needs a logo of it’s own, something that will make it stand out in a field of clovers!

Specifics On The Logo

You can create it in any form you wish – computer art, pencil and paper, watercolors, et cetera. It just needs to be in a form that can be scanned onto a computer – we provide the scanning.

You need to include the following:

· Gnosis 4-H Club

· Los Angeles County

Get your submission(s) to Annette by the October meeting.

Club Officers Needed

At our October meeting, we will be transferring power from our temporary club officers to our official 2003/2004 officers. To do that, we need members willing to volunteer to learn new skills and help make Gnosis a better club for everyone. 

President

The president provides leadership to the officer team in defining the club’s goals, activities, and programs for the year. The president facilitates (leads) the monthly club meetings, ensures that officers provide reports on club business, and strives to engage all members in club committee and program activities. 

Vice President, Programs

Development and distribution of an annual club program calendar and leadership of the club’s educational programs are the primary responsibilities of the vice president of programs.

Vice President, Membership
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 The vice president for membership is responsible for membership promotion and for documenting the club’s recruitment activities. S/he also functions as greeter to guests, visitors and interested families, introducing guests during the club meeting.

Secretary

The secretarial duties include maintaining the roster of members, recording attendance at club meetings, replying to mail received by the club and maintaining a binder containing club documents for the current year.

Treasurer

The treasurer is charged with helping to plan the club’s budget for the year, maintaining all the banking records in support of club expenditures and income, and providing financial accountability to members, the public, and the University.

Activity Leader

The activity leader is responsible for providing activities, games, and songs that help members build club spirit, maintain tradition, make new acquaintances, and have fun before the beginning of each meeting to give those who arrive early something to do. S/he also assists the Vice President of Programs with the post-meeting program.

Communications Officer

The communications officer is responsible for keeping club members and the community informed about the good work the club is doing, so that the club can gain community support and respect. S/he also keeps 4-H parents informed about upcoming events and ways in which they can support the club. S/he submits news releases to the media, maintains a club scrapbook documenting club projects, events, celebrations and activities, and helps to publish the monthly club newsletter.

Sergeant At Arms

The sergeant at arms assists the president with club duties and politely helps keep order during meetings. This officer is available to help officers and club advisors with errands and responsibilities, creating a smooth meeting process.

Clover Buds

Clover Buds are welcome to be Sergeant at Arms and Treasurer. An older Bud may request to be secretary if they intend to be at the older members’ meetings.

Wishes and Wants

From time to time, the club, projects or individual members may need some donated item(s) to help them accomplish their goals. Joanne L. suggested we create a place to post “wanted” messages, images, ads, and so forth.

You can now find a folder in the main, Gnosis Announcements group file area. All members of the list have the ability to read and add messages. Please be sure and review the “Read Me First” file prior to adding anything.
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One “wanted” message is already up there – the wildlife project needs about 100 old (not dog chewed) tennis balls to make homes for endangered field mice in our area.

Clover Buds and Joeys Need You

In October, we will be moving indoors and dividing into two groups for part of every meeting. The younger members will have their own meetings, giving them the opportunity to take on leadership roles without feeling intimidated by the older members.

To free myself up for helping the older members, I need three volunteers interested in working with the younger group. I’ll be doing a training session with you ahead of time, and provide you with an excellent book full of ideas for activities and projects. There is already a copy of the “Primary Leader’s Manual” available in the group’s file area on Yahoo! which outlines well what I have in mind for our youngest members.

If you are interested in helping out, you won’t need to go through the volunteer screening process with the county as I will be able to act as supervision the whole time – you’ll just be on the other side of the room from us. 

Inside Meetings Overview

Our indoor meetings will begin with the 4-H pledge, which Nik has kindly offered to help everyone learn. We’ll then introduce any guests before breaking into two groups. After both groups finish their “business” portion of the meeting time, we’ll all come back together for the program.

Club Meeting Program Ideas

As you may have noticed on page two, the empty program dates on our calendar have begun to be filled in with the great ideas everyone had at our August meeting. Unfortunately, we had more ideas than open dates, but I’m saving the extras to start us off next year.

I would like to add in the dad who can teach us all about polymers, so be sure and let me know what meeting he’d like to attend – October is still open and some of the planned programs can easily be moved to alternate months if necessary.
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Making club t-shirts at our July meeting
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Gnosis 4-H Club





Did you know –





That 4-H was started over 100 years ago as a way to better educate youth living in rural areas? Their founding belief was that by teaching the youth, the youth could then in turn teach the adults. Over the decades, urban youth have joined rural members in experiencing all that 4-H has to offer. But the core belief remains the same – educate the youth so that they can educate others.





Playing Magic at the July meeting





Club Program Schedule For The Next Six Months


September 11th  


Refreshments – Potluck�Program – See the World For the Cost of A Stamp: Flat Travelers


October 9th 


Refreshments – �Program –


November 13th (The Calendar handout has the wrong date)


Refreshments – �Program – Photography: Basics of Taking A Good Picture


December 11th 


Refreshments – Potluck�Program – “The One Family Is Going to Hawaii So We’re Throwing A Party” Party


January 8th 


Refreshments – �Program – There’s Treasure In Your Neighborhood! Intro to Letterboxing


February 12th 


Refreshments – �Program – You Be the Judge: How to Judge Just About Anything Well











.


.


.


.


Upcoming Events


September 6th 


County Council and Hi 4H Meeting





September 9th 


District Council and Hi 4H Meeting





September 11th 


4pm, Veteran’s Park


Club Meeting





September 16th 


Free Passes Day To The LA County Fair


Contact Annette A.S.A.P. if you haven’t already put your name on the list.


September 18th 


4H Fair Meeting





September 20th 


Youth Day At LA County Fair


Kids get in for free.


October 9th 


Club Meeting





October 11th 


4H Science Fair and Symposium


More information about this at the September club meeting.


October 14th 


District Council and Hi 4H Meeting





October 16th 


4H Fair Meeting





October 17th 


District Achievement Night


Get your awards for 2002/2003 4H achievements!








Continued on Page 4
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Questions & Answers


What is the uniform and where do we get it from?


Everyone – White shirt with collar and white pants. White is so much fun when doing animal showmanship. �Boys – 4-H tie, available in normal and clip-on versions�Girls – 4-H scarf, secured using whatever they wish�Pre High School – Green hat�High School/College – White hat�The hats, ties and scarves are available at –


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lesliecarman4h.com/catalog.htm" ��http://www.lesliecarman4h.com/catalog.htm�





When are the membership forms and insurance fees due?


Since the forms need to be mailed to the county office prior to our November meeting, everyone needs to bring their forms to the October meeting.�The insurance fees for this year are $6 per member aged 5 and older. I’ll be sending one check to the county for the whole club, so cash is very welcome and make checks to “Michael Keenberg”.
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Everyone enjoyed the refreshments.
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Gnosis 4-H Club


10142 National Blvd. #308


Los Angeles CA 90034-3884
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